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COMMON LAW STUDIES WITH UH
LAW STUDENTS AND JUSTICE OF
THE SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII
#SYNCHRONOUSCOIL #ANGLO-AMERICAN LAW 

 #UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LAW SCHOOL #HAWAII CHIEF

JUSTICE  #GRADUATE SCHOOL OF LAW 

  The Common Law Study Program in Hawaii, cooperatively

helmed by Prof. Masanori Takeda, Prof. Emi Yano and Assoc.

Prof. Sho Miake of the Graduate School of Law, welcomed

faculty members of the University of Hawaii at Manoa

William S. Richardson School of Law and Justice of the

Supreme Court of Hawaii to speak about various legal

foundations in America. 

  The Common Law Study Program, which takes place

annually, was established in 2004 as a result of a joint

partnership between the University's Graduate School of

Law and the University of Hawaii at Manoa William S.

Richardson School of Law. Across its rich history of

multilateral interaction, the program now sees participation

from Meiji University, Aoyama Gakuin University, Aichi

University and Waseda University (in order of participation).

 Each year, students travel to Hawaii for two weeks,

attending lectures at the William S. Richardson School of

Law, observing court trials at state and federal courthouses

as well as visiting correctional facilities. The ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic however, rendered necessary changes to be

made to the existing program, resulting in a week-long 
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 virtual event.   

  Even so, the program was met with enthusiastic response, with a total of 20 students including seven

students from Ryudai and participants from Meiji University and Waseda University. The online program

featured highly engaging content from instructors at the William S. Richardson School of Law and the

Justice of the Supreme Court of Hawaii. Of particular mention were Prof. Melody MacKenzie's lecture on

native Hawaiian law, Prof. Richard Wallsgrove's session on American environmental law that touched upon

the planned TMT construction on Mauna Kea, and Justice Sabrina McKenna's speech on respecting gender

diversity, presenting a rare learning opportunity for participating students. 

  Students from Ryudai said that program contents offered them the chance to understand international

law, while allowing them to consider the characteristics of Japanese law and cultural differences in

managing legal conflicts. The professors of this program pointed to how the program drew on similarities

between Okinawa and Hawaii, and hope that such experiences can imbue in budding lawyers an interest

in international law, and nurture in them global and diverse perspectives to guide their future practice. 

  The OISP AY2020-21 provided students from the

University’s Pacific partners with the opportunity

to participate in a short-term intensive study

program aimed at fostering global leadership to

propel sustainable development for the Pacific

island region. The program featured a series of

lectures and group work with opportunities for

collaborative learning on common issues faced by

countries and territories in the Pacific island

region to encourage multicultural understanding

and leverage knowledge on SDGs, toward the

eventual objective of nurturing the next

generation of global-minded leaders. 

 

ONLINE INTENSIVE STUDY PROGRAM
(INBOUND & OUTBOUND) WITH OUR PACIFIC
PARTNERS
#HYBRID COIL #SDGS #GLOBAL LEADERSHIP #PACIFIC ISLAND REGION #RYUDAI

ECO-CAMPUS #HAEBARU HIGH SCHOOL #YAEYAMA HIGH SCHOOL 
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 In light of the ongoing pandemic, the program

was conducted online between 4th to 22nd

March 2021. The University’s first attempt in

holding both inbound and outbound intensive

study programs simultaneously attracted 15

student participants - seven inbound students

(University of Hawaii at Hilo: 4, Kauai

Community College: 2, University of Guam: 1)

and eight outbound students from the

University (including one international student

from Palau). Program contents were

conducted wholly in English to facilitate

collaboration between overseas and Japanese

students. 

  In place of in-person interaction, the program included as part of its curriculum a virtual eco-campus

tour, broadcasting of videos of traditional Okinawa dance as performed by local high school students

together with a live discussion between high school students and OISP participants, as well as a virtual

workshop centered on the theme of leadership helmed by one faculty member and three graduate

students from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 



  VIRTUAL PLOGGING EVENT ON CAMPUS

These activities met with positive reactions from

participants, who commended the program for

enhancing their understanding of Okinawa’s

culture and traditions, while at the same time

encouraging them to learn more about the

prefecture. In particular, participants praised efforts

by the local high school students, adding that their

videos helped to introduce them to other lesser-

known aspects of traditional performing arts in

Okinawa.   

   

  The OISP AY202-21 lecture lineup featured themes

integral to island regions such as sato-umi and sato-

yama (land and sea eco-communities), rural

homesteads and disaster mitigation, management

of ocean resources, migration and soft power,

language revitalization, Okinawa culture and history,

as well as global leadership. Through close

cooperation with our overseas partners and

University alumni, OISP AY2020-21 was able to

design a curriculum of engaging lectures that

greatly benefited both inbound and outbound

exchange students. 

  To maximize time for ample interaction between student participants, lectures were conducted across a

series of synchronous sessions conducted via Zoom. Students were divided into groups to exchange

opinions and discuss given topics in Zoom breakout rooms. Participants shared work over Google Drive

and Flipgrid, while using Wonder.me and email for informal interactions. 

  While the OISP AY202-21 is the second time that the project has conducted a virtual intensive program,

it was the first attempt at combining short-term inbound and outbound students to form an integrated

program. This simultaneous approach brought many advantages, most significantly a deepening of

learning outcomes through synchronous student collaboration, as well as ample opportunities for

personal interaction, according an element of authenticity to virtual exchange.   

 The program gained positive

feedback from participants, who

said they enjoyed interacting with

their peers and gained significant

learning outcomes from the variety

of classes offered. Students also

said that the program accorded

them the rare experience of

engaging in collaborative learning

with people of different cultural

and linguistic backgrounds.

  INTRODUCTION TO TRADITIONAL OKINAWA     

 DANCE BY LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS


